
 

Data and References 

This document describes how data are used for the guidelines revision process, and lists 

selected references for each working group. As described in the document ASCCP Risk-

Based Management Consensus Guidelines: New Recommendations for Public 

Comment, we use the strongest data available for each management question. Large 

prospective, longitudinal databases are considered the highest level of evidence, and 

are used whenever possible. Literature review is used to address questions that cannot 

be answered by primary data. For areas where neither primary data nor literature 

provide sufficient evidence, previous guidelines or consensus opinion are used. 

 

Large prospective, longitudinal databases: KPNC contains longitudinal data on >1 

million women screened triennially from 2003 with Pap/HPV cotesting. Primary risk 

estimates are calculated using this data set. To confirm that thresholds are appropriate 

in the larger US setting, confirmation of risk estimates will be performed in several 

additional datasets, including those from other geographic areas of the US as well as 

those targeting low-income, minority, and underserved women.  

 

Literature review: For questions where primary data are insufficient, systematic 

literature searches are performed using MEsH search terms relative to the disease, 

management, and/or test concepts. Literature searches focus on material published after 

the 2012 guidelines. 
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